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I remenberccl her telling tue about her dreanr- I sau ytttt chahtetl in d prison

ct:ll . . . )hu uare -sLrdked in bl,.tod I remernbe red trct rvorriccl eYcs I rernenr-

be rerl disnrissing her t-ears Sottlcrirrres dre,ttrts arc only dreans

Ard sometirles dterrtls were so tnuch nrore

Where is Jase?

I h.eard a rattlc' anrr. lookccl up I had a visitor" I-Ie stoocl in the corner

stuclvir':g me.

"You," I sa'id, rnv vt-rice lbreign l-o my cars. v;eak arrd brittle "Yor-r're

here for nrc. I'r,e beon expectirlg yor-1 "

He shook his he:rcl- Aiof yer. Ntrf turday I'm sorry,

And then lre rvas qone-

I1:r-v tlorvn orr ihe floor. the clraius jangling agrirxt rhe cobblcs. and

I cr-rrled tight. rr',ving to crse the acirc in rny *ut
l'm sorry,

An apology' frorn l)eath?

Noiv I knerv. 'Worsc things tharr dving srjll lay ahe:rcl for tlre

^2^

CHAPTER TIMO

"?N
KAZI

'[Luo L'l2cks I:.ttliu

Jnsrr wnr.xlr) -iIIROUGH l tir DooR AS NAKED AS A pl

I soakcd up the view as hc crosse<l the roonr arrtl rr,

scrs up frorn the floor Hc bergan ro puli rltern on, sl-1orii

and paused, "I can hold olf orr this if you'd like to rekr

vuinerahlc posicion?''

I raise<1 :r disr:erninq brolv. "l thunk I took quire c:'

clris rrrorning. (let dressed, Patrci , We have ntilcs to cr',

i-It: prsted orr l dejected frown. "As )rolt cornnr.]r)r-

I krrew hc was reacly t<r be on his way too 'We h.r.i :

br-rt bc-trvecn the trip to Marabclla and now orLr trek bacr

irorn 'llor's lVatch fbr over two liloliths He pnllccl crr -

sLili steanring agairrst the brjsk arr. The tattc.roccl rr-rn.-

tened in :r sofi fbg. Our lod*rngs bad lllorcled us a i.,:

soakecl nulcs oftravcl lronL our skin last night and aea:::

rvas :r 1,-txury nrithcr of us u,as eagcr to lcave bchrld
I rvalked to thc rvir-Lclo*- rvhilcJase firished dres.ir.:
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llrostly jn luiJrs 1row, l--r.rt hints oiirs greatness shone rhrough, itltrrcltc

bluc-vt:inec1 nrlrble lioc.rrs rh:rt still lra.l sorrre sliine in hiddtn corncrs.

torverring pi)i;rrs, and;r r:e'iling tli:rE once held a painring. bits rrf'cJoud. :r

hoise's oye. aril a br:autiiully renrlered but disernbodit.l irand grx.ing the

broken plastt:r, Was this thc horne oi,r luling Ancittn!? Aarcn ['lalietrqcr

lrrrrrsc-l[? fhc ofulenL:e rv]risperecl likc:i dt'ins sr.,':,u

J-hr: surr,run.liuq grourrls wr-re sirrltklecl rvir[r crtrmblerl outlruilcl-

ingi tliai secincd to extcrJ for r:riles, 'Ihev h:rdn't u,'ithstooci ttre ravagcs

ol flrllirg staLs lnii timc. firrcsts 11s1ry lrtrlling thctu t-ack into chc carth

u,irh their gentle eill.ral(l ttngr-rr Evert ttic tnanor, nesrccl hiqh on:r rocky

ledge, rvore :r lcaf1, i'.cadcltess of tree,s atlil virtes. llut.lt one titlrel' long

ago, it nru-.t have been perfectll beauciiul and m:rjestic Wlrnever b:rd

once w:indered tircsc halls probably thought it u'orrltl hc peliect fbrcver:

t"leibtr,,vc lcfr Nl.rr:rlrclla, rhc kins's..ti<lc, Slcn, itatillmwu tlut a

rror-thern rour.'fbr ts lhal p:rrallclcd t.he In[cr-ttatcrr- The nrlp inr:]uded

rnr-rltipiesherltt:rsarrr]cl'ena[cu']rorsprings Itr,v:rs:rslightlylongerroLrte,

hlrt ollc ire saitl rvoultl bclcss rrf,ecte d by rvr:arher 'We lvcrc hc;rding into

the stornry s('as()il, ancl tbc In11:rnlttrr exuclcd r lrerulanelll war1lttil 'We

tr:ril tr,u,elcil j-:rit anil fer: irr three r'r,ceks. anil tf '"ver kept up our pace, we

lr,rri less thln :r handfr-ri of days until wr: rcaclted 'lhr's Watch As r'r,e r-lrt-'.,v

clcscr to hornc. I hearil rhe excitelnent rise inJasc's vLrice I-Ie \vas cxtl:

berllt ,rbr-.uL rhr: changr:s rve r.r,ottlil ruaktr

We hrrd tr pl:rn. He had ihinqs to ilo. I hed thitgs to clo. And rve hail

thirrqs rvc u,oul,i do logcihcr, Even though I hacl lcars rbollt our return,

I u,as niostl) exuberrnl- to,t I could firrally adrnir rh;rr I loverl Ifell's

Nloutlr It htirrrrcd in rny Lrlootilikc rt had rh,rt lrrst dev I rode into rt"

()r1.,, rhis tirne I r.voulcln't. bc ar inlrr.rcier looking lbr rrorrloii: I'd h:rve

trouble riding right hesidr: rre, anci 1 rvoulcl bc' a part of it :rll. he\rirrg

l'or's Wltch to hccoluc sotnerlhing lrore.

It rvas all u,e h:rcl talkcd aboLrt otrr flrst..,,,eck otr the trarl-sraking

out rhc ltoun<larir.'s for tlris nt'r,, tinv kingrlorn and revrsr

Lr;,icle Arrv lingering hopcs anyone entcrtained oltakine

ancl Flcll's Mor-rth w,ruld be qr-rashed-cspecially orrcc lh
-lbr:'s Watch's sol'errcigntl, was [o bc lonnally re cognrzed i
It u.as to becorne thc thirtecnth kinirdorn, Or the 6rrr I

ing of Ja-re's auilacity in thc face-' of the qrrcen's gencr-.,s:

beine n:rueC tbe flrst

My role ;s liaison w:rs not1Lrst an honorary, position I .,.

:Lnii urost important. i rvas stiil ir,' the quccn's enrploy Sir

clutics to pt:rfbrn to cnsurc [hc sttoolh transition ,r[ :
l,t'licVc,l tl)c frcr(rr('r' of a represcr,L;rtrvc lrorrr a rnljcr- *

carrl.rverght aird add sLability as the chanllcover took fl;
nle th:rt Lesisl;rlce coulcl ,---orne fr,.rrri uncxpected pl:rccr

She had given nre an atiriitional l-tission to bc rrrr t;r.

I reache:d thcre I lrld told her about thc youngest schL.r

lrden .,vorils: l'm sarry l)esiroy lhcnr, \?-hile we'd belicr.
uicrrts burnr'cl. rvhelc [hcrc was cven e fragment oi dr'.,

nrountain ol r:orrcern

Setttre th.ose papers, Kt:imyrdh, anil if you ,tu't s,tt,...

Jtstroy t.lrcm lle ha,c na idca u.,hat itionuatiorr the stlti-i,i,,

ritt.litl! o7'tht Kornizar, or uthat the)t hat:c. deurl.oped -rinri. il,
paptr: t'o lall ilio tite wron.q ltaruls l[ thcrc's eycn thc -Jrghi.,,

o.l- rhc cattagc.---or u)()rse

Worse?

Therc rvrs only orle thing r,vorse th:rr-r the C,::

d evastatron.

()nly a handlul had survivcd, anrl tlre t.orld scill :-' ,

I prolursetl Lrcr rt r.r,r-ru1d be thr: lirst lllJiter that I ]r_-

Sire rlso askccl me to send a historv bclok or t$o ri-- .:

rprrrc, -I'd likc ta read flnre ttbL)ut ihi: land Circltt:rr Btlluyl..,
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So uery youno, but derrrmincd to lrot?(l li.r rltarqc-r a,g^dit'rst st.ttuengcr: ll rlorstt't

alwal,s tal,, ttn ttrfl\! f(,-\rill, frh(r uoiltl. Son,ltittt if takes.iust ofit yersirn tulto

won't lct t't,il ti'irt. * i, /,.rn,,-, likc ()rt'yson and n:r tu)t'nty-fLt,o ch.ikJrett utho

tnsPtr( flt
llrc qr.rcen, insltirel. She 11itln't seenl te grasp that shc inspired most

oI the contirrent SIle inspircd nrc Shc trtacle lre see rr1'sel1'diflcrently

Slre sau, lne :rs sollcolc ir,'orth saving. in spite of ny rags arrcl p:Ist Shc

inspired rlrc t.o bc Itiore th:rl rvhat others expected of tt;c I clare d to

believc I coLrld m'.rke a diffcrcnce becausc the cl.rcen }iad l,.elier-cd it Ilrst

Everr r.'r'hcrr I l:rnded our rvhole crcr,v in prison. she clidn't gtve rtp tru tne

Arid norv. wi[h sotnc pride . I kttcrv she coutrtecl on nre:

I inrarrinecl th:rt h1'norv Gunttei'had four';d the trystcrious papcrs end

rvorrld he tryinq to deciphcr their sccrcls RLrc reg:rri{less of i.r,l-rat thev

cont:rined, Gunncr i,vould bc rccluired to hanrl thetrr ovcr [o ]nc'-'I1o

[1attr-r how loudlv he pro'.ested Tor's Watch rvoulcl iorfcit thc rccogni-

tiorr <iItlrc Aliiance iI thc ]1al]erLgers clidl't comply In any event I iracl

1]r,v own nlerlls to rtuke i-rinr band thern over Nothirrg rvould st.arxl in

thc *,ay erFrnc kecping t'ny prornisc io thc t1.reett, or iu the way of T'or's

\Xr':rtch bccominia a rccoqnizecl kinsrlorr. Tl rl,esr't -itrst Jase's tlrcan. it

w'.rs mirrc too- A.ncl it could be ttrrat b),.,,0, the p:rpers h;rd becn lrrushed

aside rthrlc fiunner w:rs consurrrerl u.ith otlter 1na[ters, likc prcp;rring for

-f 
asc's reti.r rn

Jasc had se11t (rurlner J l-Iic-SSa$c sa1.ir,g ltc was on his iva,v home alltl

he ir;rri gootl nerrvs to share -['hat was all hc rvas rviliing to te]l hinr As

enerqiz-ed asJ:rse rvas b1,the prospcct r--f Tor's W-atch htconring rr rctog-

nizcd kingdorr) at last, tte u.arit.cd ro cxplain evc:r,vlhirlg personllly. ancl

noI have (]ulrncl irnpr-rlsively er:rouncing things to ever-vonc tlt:rt,Iase

arrrl thc qrlei:n- \acreo't ready to pu'fliciy sh:rre. FIe elso didrr't utentjort

ti:rt I rvor-rk'l ht-'with hirn. T'hat r'r,ould r:rkc s()t)re personrl cxplaining

too, nlorc than a short notc could collvey. IJttt at least fs1 nsu'Jxsc'-. f;rntily

krrcrv he rvas s trll and cotlrng honte

^6^

I

'Ihc rncssagc sent by Valsprey rvo'-rld rcach the Baji,

rtre sarne circuitous bhc:k rrrarket route as all thc'ir rrlessaL

tlre Valsprt'y h:rndler in thr' Parsuss llcsstge olllr:e. rvher.-

,.ecretlv hatl sorncrxc on lheir pay;-oll. The qrreen hr.d

bror'vs at this rcvclation, eridJasc prornisecl that little tran,

be rcnredicd too. Of t:ourse, as r ncw kingdorrr that r'r'or-rli

ing traincd Valsprey of their owil, there r.vould no 1ons,

pinch the birds [rorn othcr sourccs T'lrc king said rve c,

h;rndlcr with Velsptey to fbllow on orlr heels rvithin a tcr

I heard the scuffoIthotsteps o1i the gritty nrarh]e il,-

then feltJasc's }ieat rt nry beck. Hc still r:acliated fhe n'errnr.

rrtrti es he drer.r,close, he rc'stetl his hanrls on tny shoulder

"Whlt ;trcr volr looking at?" he asked

"Thc pr:rlect beauty. I'hings losr. Us "

"Lls?"

"These past \\,eeks have been -"
I L1itln't knor.,, horr, ro finrsh, brLt I knew there had i.

in thesc d:rys togcthcr that I didn't want to 1ose, sonrerhil

tinc and alruost s;r<:recl Wc'd had no outside inlluences i

us I fcareri th:rt llriqhI chrrngc.

"I knorv. Kazi. No one know's lrrorr) th.ln I do " H-

rrry hrir and kissed rny nc'ck ''Ilut this isn't an t:nd Ir '
ning I prorrrisc Afi.cr all r.,c'vc becn through, norhinr .

I'rn afraid you'rc- stuck r.l,ith rrc nou,-"

I ctoseil fl1y eyes, breathing in his touch, his scenr .

he spoke. I lron1i5s.

Thiugs had charLgecl betr,veen us rn a rvay l hatln t ' ,

()nlv norv did I unclersrand rhe unbearrble u'er;:-

c;r1r ncvcr knolr.' their true burd*^n unril thcy've beer .

-fhcse plst rveeks we hacl becn swept up in thc near-i: ,

rruth
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["t'. shrred cvelvtlring freely. no lotrqer ,ctunrblt'ng ovi:r ()tlr \\ords"

As rnuch ;',s I thou{rhr I klerv abottcJase, I1c;rrnecl fat tnore-- all thr dav-

to-dav rleirils thrt had shaperl rvbo hc \4'as, lrottl tite trluncr,lne to thc

agonizing, I discovcred tnlrre lbr)ut his vtrinerablc rrndcrside. l)1s n'ot-

ncs:rs his ['.rtherlav dyilg, ar-rd ihr: irelv rcsponsiirriitics ttutt iuil so tcccntl]i

faiii:n upon hirn. Flc harl thought it wou]d be -1,e;rrs beiorc he l-red to

slrorrldcr the weight of bcing Pitlrti,b::l. at ninctcern. all thc decisiorls \\,'ere

suddcnlv r.rp to hirn.

IIt' toltl rllc :r sccret he hacl ttcver sharcd witir ;rnyorte clsc - al.roltt

his sistcr S-r.1vey and her last plcas Lo hirrr, his guilt o!. crr dr'nying her:. refus

ilg to believc w'hat Sylvey alreadr. knerv-she \\'as d)'in!I Even :rftcr

ftrrrr vcrrs it r,vas sti[] a tarv lvouttd [or ltittr. an<l his -,r:ice cr'.tckcd ls 1te

tolcl rne Ir helpcri nre lo sc'c rryself bc'tter -thc iutpr.rssible rhorccs of a

flcr:tiug rr()nlcnt -the rcgrcts rve frsry clccp within us, thc thirtgs ''vtt

rvor-LId do tliferently iIoniy rve i--,rtrk1 havc otic ]noru chlrtte. ilttnll' 11'c

coukl rervird a rrrornellt iikc a crrd of yarn attC, v'clvc ir irrtc. soilrclhinq

e1ie. Run, Kazi, rutt jrr thi: sttrk -laru ir in his qraiu, ha<h fu his rlds(r, .rfi1rl-sll

his u,in.lpitte Wh,v rlidn't i? ()rre dillcrcnt choir:e nrighc havc chanqt'tl

everl,6f ing IJut rtr,v tttothcr's voice rvrts rtrong too l)on't wote SLty

notling

For Jase it rvris [he opposicc ire hat]rr'r listr'ncrl "llhe last look in

Sylvty,'s w-aterv cves hefirre she r:'loseri theitt fbrevr:r sti.ll ilarrrracd llirtr

F{c hesitatecl w'hen he s}rirrcd rvhat rvas pcrltaps lui d.rrkcsr scc]-et of aii,

thrt hc ha<1 stolcn lrcr hoclv lrom lrcr to)Ilb :lild Lruriccl hcr'Jt. (hc blsL- oa

IJrc<1a's Tears rn the l\4l.lro mountains. lt rv.rs sacrilegc irr Hcll's Mouth.

in :ill of Eisl:rndia il lac:t, to tlesccrale a toitlb. :r r--rinie punishablc b1,

dcarh. Not cvt--n his flunih, kncrv rvhat he ha<1 dont'. I tried to itrt.rqine

the tormelrt he rnusi, havc gonc thrtttrgh as ho travr:ied alonc with her

wrapped corlisc shrne ovcr his s;idrlic on r dark trtotttrtaiu tr:ril

C)ther tr:uths lvr:re hardcr to stl:rrc tirey srrrfi<:eC in llyr:rs-sr-,mc

buriod so dccp thr:v r,r,cre onlv r vllguc ache r.-c had 1e.:

Wc lrclped cach othcr fintl thosr: trlrths too [-lott, lt,1 .,:

Alonc? I)e tlidn't-just rnean. horv did I eat or clothe ntrse

toid him th:rt. I{e nlexnr rhe <1ay to-day loneliness oi ir.
[t]rlr t(t It r.r,:rs inconceivablc lo hirn. I drdrr't havc lLn,r

w,.rsn't cx;rctiv srirc nrvseli SoLire davs rt }-clt iike all ri:;
rvas e hungry shailolr., a thing tlrat coirld rlis:tpperr:- ,rr--.-

notice. N{r.\,bc bcitevir,g rir;rr rr,,as rvhat hc\red rne slil :r
Thc,rrqh our truttriulness wits I hcady ehxir th.rt I r.

the ckrscr we got to Tot's Whtch, the nrore I ielt the s e: ji
t.rr,'r-ping hack in I hril colcr-rns :rboutJ;rse's f}rlily th:rr

sh:rrc bccause I kncr,r, he rvor-ild rirsn-riss thenr t]e ria:
i:rrrri11., t[1g Po.trei. afttr all Thcy s,ould Iisterr to irinr E

ically ire crascci hy ;r r:ouinrand? And his t)rniiy's hatrei
hcen viscerll. lt t:orrsuuted thcrrr lo thc ccrrc,

! u'il.L gouoc )lour (:y6 olt (tt1t itt a tine and-firl tlt,:ttr tL r.

This was the "tlunlly" T rv:rs returninq to, It u,a,sn r ..L:

i jrat won'icd ilre, but the culf oi broken trusr I s.i<'r

brirlqctl aglaiu. not even ltrrJase's srrke . I hatl seen Varrl,,--

rion :rs I took l'.cr son:rt knifupr>int- I rvoLrirl alwar's 1..c ,

rnvaCeil thcir'[ir:rne, the girl lvho har] lied and stoicrr::

Even the srvr..ct innor,crice oiLy.dia an<l Nash rr a, ":r

rorr.' It noulri trrave [reen irnpossible to kecp the dcrir.,

i1('ar-ance l"ront fhcm 'I'herc rvas alsc- the rnattcr ttf (i.. -:

irunt.s u,hen he kncrv u,hai Z:rne had rionc to nr7 farri,

:i lrL' was -[asr:'s brother. lvly h:rtred f-or hirn hlcin i . .
ler.ks. I couldn't pretencl th:rt riqht rv:rs ibrgorten .,.r ,

r O,-t1d

"I klor,,- how nrlrch lrour finritrv nleans to you. -T.r r
:o be caught in the rnrddl: or bc forrerl to choose rri:.
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"Kazt, you are rn),f:rn-rilv nlru,, There is no choosing You're srrddlcil

lvith rnc lbrever LInclerst;rncl? And so are tl)cy. That's horv eunilies lvork-

'fnrst ntc, they rvi11 cotttcr ;,round. 'fhey lor.ed vou allcady. Ihc,v tvill

lovc vor-r egain Nlore inlportant. ther' r.r ill be gratelLrl -l-l're B;rllcngers

let thcir guarcl rlorvn I have no doubt r,vc'cl all be clead if vou iratln't

intervcned "

I:{i: had assured ntc before . rccorllrtirlg tlctails o[infanrc,'us past sle,'rgl't

rcrs visited rlpon [hc Ral]enqers.;rnd on this mattor I had no doubt

eitl-rer Jasc would h:rve been lirst. Kill tlrr- srrongest ar-Ld tlrcn trovc ofl to

thl' rest W'hrt would it have becn? -An lurcxl.rccted krrife in Itis lrack u'hen

he stopped in ro check on Rcruiorr's progress? lt rvas irtitrtinent, tl)at llluch

T krrcrv- Reaulott had oxpccted his plan to c-onre to fir-rition in oniy a rveck

bcfore I hrtl intervened Morc supplies hed ber:n or:dcrcd, Proclut:tion s,'as

sct to beqin in carlcst A<lditiorral rnetalsr;riths lvcrc being soughf crul- tcr

trclp Sarve tlshion tr'vo dozen rnore launchers llutJasc's Lrruily on11'kncw

rvhat thev s:rtv, not s,bat rnigl'rt haver Lreen. and they h;rd witrrcsseii rny

betrayal not [Jeruforr's His plan to clonrin:rtrr the kingtlonrs---lh;1t worrld

orrl,v irc ury ialsc claim r-reasurcd against his gr:rrrcl promiscs lo tl-rctu I

kne*'_fase r'vould back 1re up, :tt'Lil 1,s.. maybc rhat r'vorr1c1 l-.e cnottgh,

but I rv:rsrit ccrtlin T didn't uudcrsraild rll thc enrotions.rnci i:otrtplcxi-

tics ola leniiiy, anil I rvorriccl that rnavbe iL was too l:rtr: [rr rtre to lcarn.

"I've ncver ha<l a fnnrily bc{t'rc.J:-.sc i nrly nol bc good at

"You havc W'ren rnd S),rov6 They'rc likc flrnril.y'."

A sharp tug pullcd insidc rne when hc'urentionecl thcnL- i rlissed

them alrcady, far nrc,re rhan I'd thought I wolrld We w,ere ttscd ro being

seprrated for short periocls as \\'e went on ciitlcrent missions, 'br-rt ourbeds

in tiic bunk room, in a reat row'ttrgcthcr. rlw.rys;u.vaifecl our rcturn

This time I rvouldn'r hc goingback These pastrteeks t had otlen l"'on-

tlereci rvherc ther. u'crc rnd holv thcl'were doing. Wrcn arrd Synov6, I

srrpposccl, werc thc closcst thing that I harl to farnilv. T'hcy ri'ould lay

.n10^

I

their hves clor,vn for lr1c. and I ibr thern. We had bccorle

real sense, hut we ncver said ttrc rvord, Flrnilv \y-.as :l risk

rliver recover fronr, and rvc 1cd dar-rgerorrs lives b,v choice

rrr us, like :r brand seered into our skin the clay our f:rrrr

iir:rl us The unsaid words t)ct\&,een us were oui- salet', :
rv:rs a solicl rrrir, all ol thenr ttic sat-ne. ellvays togerhc:

corrlil bc part olthrt kind o[fernil_r,

"Arrd vou had yorrr: nrother," hc adderl. "She u,r::

I]lattctr how short a tinre vou two werc togethcr "
'Vfe hrd alrcady telkcrl about nty mothcr. Even the Lri.

fr.rl sccrcts werc not hcld back bctu/een us Lincs dec'r..

c',,es whcn I told hirn, an<l I t,orrtlereil iltbe tcllinq s.r

hiru rs it rvas for rne. hjs own regrets piling up beside nr:

iirniiy hatl never given the Previzi safe havcn or enrfl
"It will all rvcrk out." he pronisctl and kisseil nrr ..

all tl.oesn't hrrve to bappen overnight.'We have time \-,
rhc chanrJcs."

Which rncant he kner.v thc'rc w'ould be clifficultres .,-::

qo?" he asked

I slruo [o f]t.c hrnr. scrr,rtinizinq hiln [ror-l head r, ,

Firmll,v-. drcsscd, lre yor-;? Once l've settled in ls 1l.rs..

ro irave to rein you i:t, Ptttrei."

"So to<lrrv it's rtrlgiitratc? Yesterilay you ."r'e rc Alth:t,,.:
"'Ihc qtrc'en icft the roles io rnv rliscrctjon, ilrpcr -.

br'h:rve "

"Plarr ro rrrrest nre?" he asked, a bic too caserlr

I tarrowctl illy cyes- "lf you don't tor- the Iinc'
"ll you r+,eren't so inrpatient, vou u,ouldn't bc ser1.:-::

I lauglred. "Mc thc inrprtient ono? I scelr ro rer,rrl

r.ho pr-rllccl [he twinc li"om Synov6's package "

.nIl^
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